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Advice (I may rather call it a Warn- 
ing) to Us all; againſt the dangerous 
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"what He hath ſaid, it is hoped, may 
© be freely examined by any one, with- 
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You. — For the Reſt, my 4 Apology 
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fills the arduous . uſeful Stattenis 
which HE is placed. I che Argu- 
ment ſhould, however, though fram- 
ed with the moſt friendly In tention 
of deſending the Conduct of the re- 
formed Churches in a certain Reſ- 
pet, be found, on Examination, 5 
more likely to diſſerve their Cauſe in 
general, and to give an Advantage to 
their grand Adverſary, I ſhall not be 
thought an impertinent and forward 
Diſputant, nor to have aimed, either : 
at weakening or diſcrediting our 
Church Eſtabliſhment, by diſproving a 
all Authority. of its Governours or 
ub or the Laity, which i is not 
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o vindicate the general Right which 
EY the Governours of our on, or of - ,” 
„% any other Proteſtant Church, hays ©? 
tc toenjoin, that all thoſe, who are admitted | 
© to the. Office of public Teaching in it, 
« ſhall ſubſcribe to the Truth of ſome Cu- 
« feflion of Faith and Dodrines,” is the 
profeſſed Deſign of the Performance hs 
me. — It is my Deign to enquire. 5 1.85 


Wir run R the Reaſoning on OW” A 
Dr. Ru TRERTOoRT H hath proceeded i 


: 


Proof of UW Right he bath undertaken to 4 
vi ; Ends; and then confider the : Forge 
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3 . ExAMINATION . 


Conc ERNING the Right of Church« | 
governours in the Caſe of Subſcription, the 
Pforzsso R hath more cautiouſſy expreſſed 
himſelf in aſſerting it, than warily proceeded in 
his Argument to prove it. F rom the pro- 
feſſed Deſign of his Performance we ſhould 
expect to find the Vindication limited to the 
Governoursof proteſtant Churches, and toſome — 
particular Confeſſions to the Truth of which 
they might have a Right to enjoin Subſcrip- 
tion; but, throughout the, Argument, We 
have no Sight of ſuch Limitation.) His 


Reaſoning falls within the following narrow 
9 ; 


pe . GS « = * 
1 ; * 72 . „ ” 0 1 13 


Ve Tax End and bels « "hich 
I « * Chriſtianity 0 or the Church ,univerſa]) was 
OK. * "inſtituted, is to lead Men to eternal Life 
1 a by the Preſervation and Advancement of 
1c true Religion. It is therefore the : Duty of _ 
40 thoſe, who are appointed under C HRJ-ST to 
* Tuperintend a and govern particular urches, 
to ſecure and promote, as far; 


ve able, the true Faith and'Do 


* 2 2 * 


© + —— by the te, only. legitirpate 


Du. RuFHERFORTH's Argumint, Ge. 3 


* 


„ Menns, however, vi. Inſtructions in the 
* fame, backed by Exhortations and Admo- 
« nitions. Since therefore this is the Duty 
« of Church- -governours, they have a Right 5 
«to require, that all thoſe whom they ap- 
cc point to be Paſtors and Teachets, ſhould 
«firſt ſubſcribe to an eftabliſhed Confeltion, 
© that ſufficient Aſſurance may be given of 
te the Soundneſs of their Faith and Dottrines,” 
This is the Subſtance (a) of the Argument 
in Vindication of the Right contended for. | 
The Remainder” of the. Performance confiſt — 
chiefly of Strictures on a late remarkable Pubs 
lication (5), the general Attention to which 
gives the Proſpect of a briſk Diſcuſſion (may 
it be conducted with Temper!) 'of t 
Rights of the Chriſtian Church, and therein 
of dur Church i in particular. It is not 
Inte tion to e concern myſelf with theſe Stric- 
tütes aby farther than” occafionally 10 8 collect 


fromtliem the Doron” 5 Semtimcmvand fr. 
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. of reaſoning ee the. mm 
of his Argument, | | 


Tur E e Church of Sm. hs 
ing to our VIND1c A Tor includes in it? all 
« thoſe, who profeſs to believe in his name, 


4 1 


445 Spy been received he 1 into a 


«Tal Church The Church of Rob 
therefore, profeſſing to believe in the Name 
of Cnx 1s 7, and its Members being received 
by Baptiſm into the Number of his Diſciples 
Is aPart of the Church of CHRIS. Further, 
| it is argued, + that, it being the Duty of 
3 10 Church · governours Cchoſe who are ap- 
. pointed under CnRIST, to ſuperintend and 
WY goyern p particular Churches] to to take Care, 
chat the People ſhould be inſtructed in the 

« Truth of = Goſpel, they have, a. Right 
ic to require, that all thoſe, -whom they 
« appoint to be Paſtors and. T n 


% Vind. p. 1. 
() Vind. p. 2. 
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t ſhould firſt give them ſufficient Aſſurance 
e of the Soundneſs of their Faith and Doc- 
« trines— by ſubſcribing to an eſtabliſhed 
« Confeſſion (a). Whatever therefore the 
Right contended for is, or implys in it, it is 
here aſſerted to belong to the Governours of 
every particular Church, © that profelſeth to 
ec believe in the Name of CangisT, and whoſe 
te Members have been received by Baptiſm 
1 into the Number of his Diſciples,” Con- 
ſecquently, it belongs to the Church of Roms. 
Metely that it doth” ſo, is not a ſufficient 
_ Reaſon Why a Proteſtant ſhould refuſe to ad- 
mit it, any more than the moſt allowed 5 
Claim, which that Church makes in, com- 
mon with all proteſtant Churches. Nar i 16 the f 
Remark made with a View to prqudice, we 
Reader againſt the PROFE $50R'S Ar ument | 
on that Account; but, however, to preyent 


2 Prejudice, it muſt he owned, 8 the 
Manner of ſtating his Deſigu might ſuggeſt 
in bis Favour, and to'my Difadvantage. For 
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gaged'i in the Vindication of a Right- bann 

to our on or proteſtant Churches, in gene- 

ral, as. ſuch, and that I engage in — 
to ſo good a Cauſe. © | 


| H v IN G hewn "ak * Argument 64. 
rhittin ng it Validity) brought in Proof of the 
r 

join Subſcription to an eſtabliſhed Confeſſion, 

Proves this Right not more in Fayour of the 

Governours of our own or of any other pra- 

teflant Church, 4 than of the Governours, or 

(if ye you. will) the Governour of the Church: gf 
None, let us now enquire into the Nature 
and Extent of the Right itſelf.— It is a Right 

I ieh the Church-governour | hath to en- 

he join, that all thoſe, who are i to 
the Office of public Teaching, ſhall ſub- 
®"Feribe 1 to the Truth of : ſome Conſeſſion of 
ei Faith and Doctrines. Now, the Right of. 
enjoiniing Subſcription is not here extended to, 

11 3 of Faith 0 Dee (a); hu 


WH Ttis not; however, firefly denied by Wl £3 
CATOR to extend to ad. And it will app 4 
quel that he mak gear 7 
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only to ſome. But, unleſs the Chuit h-go 
nour hath a Right to enjoin Subſcription 10 
any Confeſſion whatſoever, there may be 
ſome Confeſſions to the Truth of which he 
hath no Right to enjoin Subſcription. And 
he that can ſhew, that this Right extends mot 
to all, but that it doth to ſome, myſt, b be be able 
to point out ſome one Confeſſion at leaſt, or 
one Sort of Confeſſion, to the Truth of which 
Church-governours have a Right to enjoin 
Subſcription, and one other, at leaft, to which 
this Right doth not extend. Otherwiſe, be 
einnot prove, that they have any Right at 
all; ſince he is ignorant of any one Conſeſſion 


+ the Truth of which they can juſtly OO 
Right to es "Ty 


D. R UTHrRFO RTH, F ann 
ke hath not directly fixed upon any Confel- 
ſion, as beating the Marks or certain Criteri=. 
on of its Fi itneſs to be propoſed as a Rule f 
Teaching, and enjoined by the Covernours 


the c get a bathe Send . wi up- | 
prehends to be che ſole N 
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requiring Subſcription, From this ve muſt 
judge, as well as we can, what Sort of 4 
Right is here contended for, and what FP 
be its n ee 07% 
L | , 
Tur | fole End, "RY for which chen 
governours enjoin Subſcription to an eſtab- 
liſhed Confeſſion is, that the Candidates for 
holy Orders may give them ſufficient 
* Affurance of the Soundneſs of their Faith 
ee und Doctrines.“ For, © this; ſays he, is 
« af] they do, when they require them to 
« fubſeribe to an eſtabliſhed Confeſſion (4). 
The Confeſſion then propoſed muſt be of 
ſuch a Nature, that a Subſcription to the 
Truth of it will give the Church-governours 
ſufficient Aſurance of the Soundneſs of the 
Subſcribers Faith and Doctrines. If the 
Confeſſion to be ſubſcribed doth not give 
them this -/# fiene Aſſurance, which is the 
very Thing and al! that is required, it can he 
of no Uſe or Significance; and the Right of 


 enjoining it, being equally infignificanty, is 
| hu n a ſerious nue e 


W. HAT Sort 5 a nde comin 
of Faith and Doctrines, upon a ſolemn Sub- 
ſcription to the ſame, will give tg, Church- 
governours the Afurance required What 
Articles ſhould it contain? In what. Form 1 
ſhould it be drawn up? Or, in what Words 
ſhould the Articles which it contains be eon -i 
ceived? The Governours of eyery. pagtioy= Y 
lar Church have a RNigbt to be ſufficiently = 
_ aſſured, that the Miniſters. which they. pro- 
vide for the People be perfectly ſound in 
their Faith. and 1 If they havera 
Right to be fatisfied in this Matter, we. aſk, 
How. can they poſſibly have the Satisſaction 
they are entituled to by the Means chex. inſiſt 
upon? What will content them? What. 
will content them all? For they have all an 
equal Right ta be ſatisfied; the Gqyernors of 
one Part of the univerſal Church not more 
than thoſe of any other Part, Ves, they 
have all of them the Right, and (as the Ar- 
—_ Been they ougbt all ta infiſt Wau. this 
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otherwiſe, . they neglect their Duty to the 
People, who are to receive from them their 


Inſtructors. For the Right i is inferred from 


their Duty to take Care, that the People 
ſhall have ſound Doctrine preached unto 
them. May they not be contented with a 
18 ſolemn Declaration, or Subſcription (the 
44 Piſtinction not being worth an honeft 
% Man's (a) regarding) on the Part of 
Teachers and Paſtors, that they receive the 


e Scriptures | as the Word of Gon, and will. 


* inſtruct the People out of them (8) 8 
This is deemed by the PROFESSOR very in- 


ſufficient to ſatisfy Church-governours in our 


Days, which was fo © unlikely to fatisfy 
4 TIMOTHY or Tirvs, that they who 
1 made it (e) were ſound in the F aith. 
The Increaſe of Church Emoluments fince 


the Time of theſe primitive Church- - 


n Is made an e to o boeh cal 


bad 
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Da. — +. Argument; Ge. iT 
Terms of Admiſſion to preach the Goſpel, 


For, to ſay the Truth (argues the PR o- | 


ec : 2 58) the more beneficial, the And 


« the greater Occaſion there will be gend | 


ec againſt falſe Teachers by requiring, Sub- 
« | ſeriptions of thoſe, who are admitted to 
a jt (a)., 80 that this is far too general a 

Mode of Confeſſion, and, being infafficient 
to give Afurance, of ſound, Faith and Poc- 
trines, is not only ſhort of what Church- go- 


vernours have a Right to demand, but of 
what it is their Duty, as. Proveditors of ſound * 


Doctrine for the e to e wt 
Poms... ' | 
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ha 'Sna LL we come up to the Extent of 
this Right, then, by allowing, that Church- 
governours may extract from the Scriptures 

a Set of Articles to be ſubſcribed, the moſt 

; particularly expreſſive - of their own 'Senti- 

ments that they can poſſibly pitch upon, and 

of the Faith and hoc nes which oY 
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| would have the People infirudted in, bon. 
_ ceived, however, in no other” Words © than 
«the Words of CE 78 and hid Apoties PX" | 
Irfeerns not. For (the Prov Es aſks) 
te if he Senſb of Seripture may be enpreſſed 
e mote pldinly, why not not more prragehj. 
than in en of Cunt 8+ and his 
& Apoilcs (e)? Nay; he obſerves; v that 

c nothingis more common, than to extract 
4 very unſcriptural Doctrines from Scripture- 


de language. The Governours of the Church 
e have; therefore, found it necrſſary to in- 


« troduce what are called new and wnferip- 

20 tara] Words and Expreſſions, not to fix 
« the Senſe of Scripture-doctrines, but to 
*«, fix the Senſe, in which Scripture-expreſ- 
«« ſions are undefſtood by Hofe, Who are 
Candidates for the Office of public Teuch- 
ing, and whoſe Faith and Doctrines they 
dee have, therefore, a Right to exumune into 

and aſcertain C). It ſhould Wem; en, 
that an eſtabliſied No mrs of ee 
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fully enough be concerved in other Woch than 
tdhoſe of Scripture, but that it abſolutely ought 
to be conceived in other Words; *thblt; that - 
«are called new and unſcripture! Words and 
« Expreſſions, having been found nat omy 
moſt proper but even neceſſary to anſwer the 
Parpoſe of unten 1 in gs Caſe * 
ae tion. 
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Ser, ede neither u e Wee 
Auen, in general; that the Scriptures ave the 
Word of Gov, together with as ſolemn'a 
Promife that the People ſhall be: inflruQed 
out of them; nor a Confeffion drawn 
up in the Worde ef CHRIST and his 

Apoſtles; though it ſhould cbnfiſt of Ar- 
icles ftiidiouſly ſelecked out of Scripture 48 
moſt. expteffive of that Faith and. thoſe Doc- 
trines Which the Governours of theChngHh 


ſcient Aſſurance of the Subferlbers Seti. 
ments; we need gs no farther in aſking» | 
what SMbof a Confeſſion will ſatisfy Church 
N ue in this Matter. For, alen, 
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judge to be ſound, is calculated . 0 
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5 it muſt be ſuch an one as the PRA 
F ſhall pleaſe to enjoin. And, ſince 

it 15 0 not fit and proper, that the Articles of - 
, which, it.conſiſts ſhould be expreſſed i in Scrip- 
ture terms, in the Words of CHRIST and 
his Apoſtles, it may happen, eſpecially, if it 
confiſt of many -Articles, that ſome of them 
will be thought very unſcriptural. But, no 

Miatter for that; it is enough, that they are 


| fſeriptural i in the Opinion of the Preſcribers and 
Enjoiners. They. are. here made the only 
Judges of Orthodoxy, judges of it, not for 


themſelves only, but for the People alſo. 
The People muff, receive their Teachers at 
their Hands, and (ſo far doth the excluſive | 
Right of theſe Church · governours reach) muſt 
hear the Word of GoD no otherwiſe inter- 

pteted t than ſtrictly and moſt rigorouſly in 
Conformity to their Notions. For they have 
4 Right to preſcribe. a Confeſſion that will 
give them ſufficient Aſſurance that no Scrip- 
ture doctrines ſhall, be taught whoſe Senſe 
is not fixed as they think it ought to be. To 
teceive this Aſſurance they have alſo. a Right 
6 up the Confeſſion i in what Terms they 
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pleaſe, to re ject Scripture: terms and Ex re | 
fions, where they admit of any Latitude off 
Interpretation, and to introduce ſuch Terms as, 
as will moſt preciſely convey the. Senſe in 
which they enjoin them to be ſubſeribed. 
However, let us take Care we miſrepreſent 
not the Doctor $ Were r on hy Err 
Fox, it is obſerved by bim, that cb 
governours have introduced theſe new and 5 
unſcriptural Words and Expreſſions not 
* to fix the Senſe of Scripture-Aochrines, 
<« but to fix the Senſe in which Scripture-ex- 
* preſſions are underſtood” by the Candidates. 
How doth the learned PRorEss0/R' mean to 
diſtinguiſh here? What Difference appears 
in the Diſtinction? Or in what Way doth he 
mean it ſhould affect the Argument? Would 
he ſhew us that there is a material Diffe- 
rence between · fixing the Senſe of Scripture- 
Garth and * fixing the Senſe of Serip- 
* ture-expreſſions,” containing thoſe" Doc- 
trines ? Ihe Difference is not perceivable; | 
"any material Difference, at leaſt. Per, if the 
"ONE! of a Scripture-expreſſon be fixed, the 
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Opinions and Senſe of them, as the. Standard 
.of Orthodoxy far «ll athers, or even fer the 
Church over which they preſide, but only to 
fix the Senſe in which Scripture expreſſions 
are underſtood by the Candidates fog holy Or- 
den, zud this any to the End that they may 
* their Faith and Doctrines, without 


16 . Examination F/ 
Senſe of ihe duclrine contained in that Ex- 
Preſſion is fixed too; unleſs it can be ſuppoſed 


own Nature, may remain in Senſe and Mean - | 
ing unſixed (in which Caſe it can be no Ob- 

ject of Faith) after the Senſe of the Scripture- 
expreflion is aſcertained and fixed. Byt _ | 


this I perſuade myſelf cannot hay ſuppoſed by 
ms ene Nd > als 


* 3 T ct ad this Diſtinction, then, 


lia in the Difference of the Perſons, whom 
che Fixing the Senſe. of Scripture- expreſũons 
is to affect ?- As if it had been ſaid :? By intro- 
ducing theſe new and unſcriptural Expreſſi- 
ons into their eſtabliſhed Confeſſion, Church- 
. povernours pretend not to fix the: Senſe of 
Grines, that is, to put up their 
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lording it in any Manner ofer their Falk of 
the Paith of the People. If this is intende} | 
by the Diffliction, lets fe — Kae | | 


founded "will Juſtify this Cad of Chirch- 
power, whatever be the Intent ton of them 
that clkitr t. dt abs N 
nge. 111360}, 20: its $618 

AConress ron, tied? © cot 
fiſting of Articles of Faith and Doctrines, to 
the Truth: of which ial! moſe chat defite to be : 
Inſtructors of the People are enjoined _— f 
ſeribe. If theſe Articles were expreſſed 4i | 
« the Words of CHR TSV and his Apoſtles? * | 
there-could be no Doubt of their beingſeripa b 
tural. But, being in this Form capable of 
various Interpretatbns, Church-geverneurs 
have thought it proper and heceflary to into 
duce” in their Roont ne, and unſcriptir 
into their Confeſſions. This is 
dome in Order to fix the Behſe in which the 
Sobſcriben underſtand Vetiptare- erprefför. £ 
By the Byte is not<eaxſy"to- conceive' how 
unſeriprur Words and Expreſfſionv-extt (0 
A -fix the Senſe of 2 ex- 

8 D Preſſions 
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a Such, however, is the Reaſon, aſ- 
figned for preferring this Mode of Confeſſion. 
But, what End is propoſed by Church-goyer- 
nours in thus fixing the Senſe in Which 
4 * Scripture-expreſſions, are und by 
10 « thoſe who. are Candidates for the Office of 
bc pub ic Teaching ?” —Why, not; to- compel 
any one to ſubſcribe againſt his Judgement, 
but oy that they may know and aſcertain 
the Faith and Doctrines of the Candidates. 

And where, it may be demande, ig the 

Hardſhip of this, either upon the Candidates 

or People ?—Why, object to the Claim. of * 

Right apparently ſo harmleſs in itſelfa i if 

not beneficial in its Conſequences ?, how 

can the Exerciſe of it poſſibiy affect the ten- 

dereſt and moſt ſcropulcus -onicicnce fr The 

Candidates are not conpellad d aſſeut o 

«. ——— — 

1 Oonfeſſon.: The Conſeſſien tue \ MN 

ed te the Mind of che Church Ewe, 

4 < is not uſed by the Chuch, a RAe: 50 
c compel them to aſſent, but F * a Ty 
* fm e ie LNG 
e Ni KN 155 <P, 
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© not(@),”—Very true. The Confeſſion en- 
joined to be ſubſcribed, is not of the Nature 
of a Law: compelling ' Aﬀent or Subſctiption: 
And therefore it needed not have been ob- 
ſerved, that * no Church hath a Rieb# to 
«- uſe it as ſach ; for it cannot be uſed as ſuch. 
It is on/y uſed, and can only be uſed as a Teſts 
and hard enough, perhaps, it will appeat᷑ in 
the Sequel, that ſuch a Confeſſion ſhould be 
uſed as a Teſt to diſcover whether they do 
uſer or not. OTIS? eee 24 Fi; ON ORR 


4 - iMenTwaft row af; vrhat is indy the 

Diſcovery?—Is any thing conſequential upon 
it either to the Candidate or People'? — Doth 
the Purpoſe of the Diſcovery terminate ſolely 
in the Satisfaction given to the Governour of 
the Church? The Confeſſion, it is ſaid, is 
* uſed, anly as à 7% to diſcover whether the 
-Candiditts do aflent'or not. But what. Uſo is 
made of the 70% iffelf When the Church 


*governour hath made the Diſcovery he want- 
ed, r TOPETERDeR wn extend no 
8 e 2 5 * 1 
0 Vind. p. 3. l. POE”: 

| fuer 


"ITE ” p 
we * = =y * 
* 


farther ?-—Is the Diſcovery to ſer ve him mere- 

| ly.as a Matter of Curioſity Has he a Right 
only to ſatisfy. his own Inquiſitiveneſs, and, 
having done that, is his acting any farther 
in conſequence of the Diſcovery un warrant- 
able 7 —If this be all, the Authority he c aims 
appears harmleſs enough, but uſeleſs altoge- 
ther, and the Exertion: of it — im 
— r e „ e e 


five, this i is ether bow . all thats 
meant by this rigid 7%. The ultimate End 
propoſed: by enjoining Subſcriptien to the 
Truth of an eſtabliſhed Confeſſion, is oed to 
be, with Reſpect to the Candidates, to ad- 
*mit to the Office of publieſy teaching 
«© the Goſpel thoſe only that are ſound in their 
« Faith and Doctrines, and; of conſequence, 
to exclude from that Office, al thoſe that 
are unſound, + 'And; that this End may be | 
moſt effectually ' anſwered; the Gonſeſſion to 
be ſubſeribed is drawn up in ſuch Grit 
Terms, as will leave as little Doubt as poſſi- 
ble in the Minds of Church-governours, in; 
what Senſe the Candidates underſtand thoſe 
. La . ag 
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Ser nin offi + in the Room of we | 
FR rn If, by ſobſerivings or 
by a ſolemn: Declaration, they give the Go. 
vernours of the Church Aſſurance, that they 
n e een of wy Confeſſion, —_ 
other Hand, they ee to A Af 
The eſtabliſhed Confeſſion, therefore, is uſed 
as 2 Ta of the: Soundneſs or Unſoundneſs of 

the Candidates for holy Orders, in their Faith 

and Doctrines, and ** theſe new and wnſcrife 
tural Words and Expreſſions are introduced 
to make it the more effectually anfwer this 
End. So that the Diſtinction aimed: at b 7 
way of Apology for them, viz. 8 thie way 
care not introduced to fix the Senſe of Sorip- 
4, ture · dadtrines, but to fix the Senſe. in 
which Saripture-expreſſens are underſtoad 

. by the Candidates, amounts to nothing 
that will affect the. Argument in its Tendency. 

Church - governours are aſſerted to have a 
Right to enjoin any Confeſſion of Faith and 
| man to be ſubſeribed, thatthall be ſcrip- | 
OE tural 
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futal in their Opinion. Subſeription to an 
» eſtabliſhed Conſeſſion, containing their Opi— 
nions, is the Aſlurance which the Clergy <_— 
are required to give, that they are ſound in 
their Faith; and, according to the Senſe there 
fixed, and no other, of Scripture-doQtines or 
Beripture · expreſſions, they are to teach the 
People, or be excluded «this Office, ho 
frong a Proof ſoever they may have givemo r 
their Abilities to teach the Goſpel, and What 
ever Aſſurance they are ready to give, 
that they ui do it to the utmoſt of Xheir 
Abilities, and according to the beſt d fi tir 
Judgement. An alternative attended wirh 
no great Hardſhip, it may be thought on 
the honeſt Candidate! As it doth not im- 
— ply the unhappy Di emma of . Jubſeribe 
r ftarve?”” Starving would be ſerri- 
ble Thing, indeed! And, theteforeich tbr 
learned VI DIS AT OR hathuthianghti it 
worth his while to refute ſol heavy a Gharge 
againſt the Church, and to ſtate the Dilem- 
ma properly. The Dilemma itſelf, be 
obſerves, is not, ſubſcribe ar far un; but, 
1 either you muſt, by ſubſcribing to che eſta- 
5 e bliſhed 


Dr. RuUTVERFORTA'sS' Argument, Ec. 24 23 


6 bliſhed Confeſſion of the Church, in chic 
yu defire'to; bea Teacher of the: 1 
. « give it the Evidence which it requires, that 
« your Faith and Doctrines are ſuch, as it 
Judges to be agrecable to the true Religion of 

«© CnxrIsr, or Elſe. you muſt apply yourſelf 
eto ſome other. Way of getting a Liveliz 
* hoed-(a).'l; Same better Way of. getting 
Livelihood, Mr. NRO £86.0R)//Somedtber 
Way! Than what? Than hs Way of 
ſubſoribing ?. Is Subſcription toi be men- 
tioned among the Ways of get/zu2 a Liver 
ibeod? Jam, then, no longer ignorant af 
ſame Part of: the general Beueſt propoleth 
K. Wannen 115 4 = \ 4.448. 
T . 3 Num 1 1 44 
( ty os Haradhipy great or 
ſmall, of excluding the conſcientious non · ſub- 
ſeribing- Candidate from this way of getung 
his L od, I beg Leave to turn he Bro-: 
regen 's Attention nm eee 
$654; 44-7 315 tp fp TL 1 6 4 e . it- N 
ae eu mares? 8h; + {ett nt 
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C eee a 
- 1 . People. The Tee — * | 
Aba dubſeribed to the - er = 
n ther-Do&tines than #hoe, my 
1 — Enn then; 
ewes conſcientious Diſſent 2 Are they 
Wo ry Confeſſion on their Part i— vided 
at all? — Ves; the 9 
You muſt either take for your 
* whom we think ſound; or; want Roſpel- 
-ſtruRion;... — — 
igtruRing you muſt — were 
for want of Hanns 
5 amen — 
the People, than the CTY 
rn wn ORR - 


Da. RoruzxrorTxs Argument, Ge. 25 
to provide ken ith lublerib ing. and: conſe- 
quently, ſound Miniſters? But, the Mis- 
fortune is, the People happen to differ widely 
in Opinion from their Governours. They 
cannot, in Conſcience, receive the Doctrines 8 
taught by the Miniſters appointed them, if © 
they explain Scripture "invariably, according ; 
to the Confeſſion ſubſcribed. F or they do 
not believe the Articles ſet forth! in it, What 
is to be done then ?=They may ſeek. o 
Inſtruction, if they like not that which is 
appointed. May they ſo? — But where 
will” they find it ?—If Church-governours 
have a Right to require that all. thoſe that 
are deſirous of preaching the Goſpel to the | 
\ People, ſhall fir ſubſcribe their eſtabliſhed 1 
Confeflion; who, that have not fir fubſcrib- — 
[ 15 ed, Have a Right to inſtruct them But, if 
chey nc ſock other Inſtruction than” that 
* which'is provided"for them, they ought not. 
Pol the FPaörzssok venture to affert, that 
che Governors of the Chufch, though they 
do not hindi the Laity to ſubſcribe to the 
. eſtabliſhed Confeflion, yet uriderſtand them 
o be daun in 2 as much as thEE 


. cc * Clergy,- 
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*in * Trevi, to the Lait) 3s well as to 
& © the Clergy, ſuch a Summary of the Reli - 
« gion of CnRTST as every Chriſtian, ac- 

* cording to the beſt of their Judgement, is 
4 bound in Conſcience to aſſent to(@).” This 
ſure is keeping all tight enough in the 
Church! In the Judgement of theſe Churgh- 
| governours, no Chriſtian can refuſe bis Aſ- 
ent to the eſtabliſhed Confeſſion, drayn,up 
in terms new and unſcriptural, without 
| wounding his Conſcience. Severe Judge- 
ment!—But hear their Apologiſt. When 
e they have done this; they leave every Man 
'£ to judge and determine for himſelf, Whe- 
« ther it is ſuch an one as he cu to: aſſent 
4 to or not{a).” Inconſiſtently ſaid -s every 
Man left to judge and determing fax bangs 


concerning the Truth or Valles 20G. of: the 
0a . „., e 43 nt "4; 
9) vu p. JJ 96 0s Obs 


20 Vind. p. 14, 48, ſrom we Beto. on. 
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Confeſſion, its *Agreeablenc ot Coritrariety = 


to the Word of God, and whether. teought 
to aſſent to it ot not, when the -Church«go- 


veruourt take upon themſelves to judge both 


for the Laity and Clergy, to judge what gert 


of a Confeſſion they: ſhall ſet out tor chem = 


judge thei eee a dhe m 


that the Laity are nd in Conſcuner tu be- 
lieve and practiſe: what-18s contained therein, 
They propoſt ſuch à Summary of Religion, 
as, according to the beſt of their Judgtnent 
* (and, at beſt, their Judgement is fallible) 
every Chriſtian OS in 3 N 


80 
18 


Church ef Rome more than this? What Ty. 
ratmmy doth ſhe exerciſe over the Con ſciences 
of Men which excteds this? Or, what Ferters 
hatli ſhe yet forged for their Underſtandings, 


which the Govethours of every other Chriſt- 


ian Church, by the above Reaſoning, have 
not a 8 Right to put on the Underſtand- 
22 ings 


| ſh — kn GY 4 „What Gotli ens | 


aſſent to or diſſent from it ?=For- they jadge = 


* 
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Church of Raus ſet forth the W tis. 
trines of Tranſubſſantiation, — Boa . Np 
ing to Saints, with a monſtrous Heap» of - EY 
other Abſurdities, Contradictions an Super. 
ſtitions, to be taught by the Clergyy- andito 
de believed and practiſed by the People ?— 
She hath good Right to enjoin them all, in 
an ęſlabliſbed Confeſſion of Faith and Do-. 
trines, to be ſubſcribed by all thoſe that are 
deſirous of preaching the Goſpel, and tobe a 
Rule of Faith and Practice to the Laity: It 
matters not that they are called 'dammable 
Doctrines, by thoſe that are without the Pale 
of that Church; or, that they be thought 
ſo, by Numbers of the Laity profeſedly-of that 
Church; or, indeed, that they are damnable 
in themſelves, polluting the \Founliaitifof 
Life, making the Word of Gon ſetve LN 
and Deluſion, and turning the Grace of cher 
| Goſpel into the hardeſt: Bonden 
as the Pope, the Church-governour; judgreithem 
to be ſeriptural and ſaving Doqrines nen 
let me aſæʒ Whatwoiuld it avail towards-an: 
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Ds. Rornrxron r- Argument, Sc. 29 
nion in the Chriſtian' World, ſhould that 
powerful Prince of Darkneſs, or any of his 
miniſtring Angels for him, ſay, When we 
„have done #his; when we have ſet forth 
pie we eſtab iſned Confeſſion of Faith and 
* Doctrines, as the only Rule for our Clergy, 
« to teach and interpret the Scriptures: by, 
and containing ſuch a Summary of the Drop: 
“ Religion of CAI Sr, ä 
e according to the beſt o Judgementi 
« bound 4n-Coaſcience 1 aſſent to; when 
wwe have done this, we leave every Mam it 
5 4 ,judge.and; determine for himſelf, whether 
* the Confeſſion is ſuch an one a8 he ought 
« toallent to or not. Should we not reject the 
Apalogy.. with, Indignation or with Con- 
tempt ? With Todignations if we conſidered it 
(as, well we might) as a farther. Affront offer. 
eld to pur Underſtandings in thus attempting 
juſtify all his mpoſitions; With Contempt 4 if 
we couls. believe that he ſincerely endeayoura 
ell, by ſoch Merkneſa of Language, to bring 
us to a dutiful Submiſſion to him, and hoped 
toxcconcile.us to his juſt and lawful Autho- 
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rity,” Would his alledging his Duty, as the 
Governour of the Church, to provide the 
People with ſound Teachers an preſerve 
them from falſe Faith and Doctfines be ad- 
titted as any juſt Plea for the Right Feſtab- 
lifhing whatever Confeſſion he thought pro- 
per - Or, ſhould we think he claimed ris 
w1reaſonable Power over the Souls of Men, 
om telling, and even conVincing us, that the 
Atticles contained in the eſt#bliſhed Con- 
ſeſñom, were, it his Opinion, and according 
eo the 448 of bir Judgment, 18h ab tery 
Cliriftian is bound in Conſcience to aſſent to? 
No. By evineing his Sinderity he would 
but” convince us of the Weaknefs of his 
Maagement, not the Reaſonabletiels of lis In- 
erred or RE FEE 5 . r 


21. 


" Tur Right, — of "Cutts: 46 
vernours over both Clergy and Tay, 

the” Prorrssox would vindicstk, is very 
impertinently argued from, end the Ertent 


of it unduely meaſured by the uptight Inten⸗ 
tions of thoſe who claim it, and the Uſe = 
their beſt Judgement in the Exkrciſe of the 


DR. RyTHERFORTY'S Arguments Oct 31 
Power it gives them: With Gratitude I rev, 
fject upon and. confide in the juſt Intentions, 

and acknowledge the Lenity and Maodetation 
' with which Church-power is exerciſed under 
the Sur REM HEAD. of, 0UR Cuungn. 
Yet, I am not bound to admit it as zn Argu- 
ment for the Reaſopableneſs of the Claim it: 
ſelf to Power, as it ſubſiſts even in our Eſta⸗ 
blicument, the moſt, moderate, I believe, .of 
_ allothgrs... The Power. actually exerciſed hy 
Church-governours, limits not the Degreg of 
Power to which they may claim a Rights. 
Nor want I to ſhew, that Dr. Rur RED 
FORTH means to plead for the Exertioꝝ oi a 55 
greater Degree of Power than is exerted by 


the Govergours of our. Church,. at preſent; 
og, even for ſo much Power as ſome of them 
may, now and then, take upen themſelves to 
exerciſe over the inferior Clergy ; but chat 
he has proved, if his Argument is ſolid, the 
general Right of Church gonernouts ig much 
greater, For, I think, is muſt, by this Time, 
have appeared, that the Right which he, cn 
tends for (though, he, calls it the general 
5 5; Right, Which the Gayerneurs, of, ou on. 


©« or . 
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«-orof any other proteftant Church; have to 
"In enjoin, that all thoſe, whoare admitted to 


© the Office of public Teaching in it, ſhall 
t ſubſcribe to the Truth of ſome Confeſſion. 
« of Faith and- Doctrines“) is unlimited in 
its Extent; and, that the Pi inciples on 
which he hath reaſoned, juſtify the Claim of 
the Church of Rome, in every Thing that 
ſhe requires of her Clergy; and, that the 
Miniſters and Paſtors of every other Church, 
exerciſe that Office unwarrantably ; or elſe, 
that this general Riebe contended for is alto 
gether inſignificant, without Meaning and, 
Effect. b 


1 8 HA LL now confider the Force of the 


Argument, by which the Prorzssok 
would vindicate the Claim of chi Right over 


« | FOR j / 
2 ; as on . : „ # | 4 N 


3 The End and Purpoſe for which Gif | 
1 tjanity, or (in the Words of the Vin DI- 
ec CATOR ) the univerſal Cturch ol 
« CurIsT was inftituted, is to lead Men 
y to eternal Life by the Preſervation and 
Advancement 
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Advancement of tiue Religion (a)." 0 
This is the fr ft Propoition in the Argument; 
and it is readily admitted; 'The:: next is # 
Deduction from the foregoing; via. It is; 
therefore, the Duty of Cliurch-governaurs 
& fthoſewho are appointed, under OAS, 
to ſuperintend and govern particu lar 
Churches] to ſecure and promote, as far 
1 as they are able, the true Faith and Doc- 
0 trines of the Goſpel * 2 18 is a rea. | 
dily granted as the other; granted, however; 
not as a juſt Deduction of a Duty peculiar to 
bent on every Chriſtian Man, on off the 
Members of every particular Church, what- 


ever Office POE 5 or * not, bear is 
„ . 


IAN che more diſpoſed to beben to this 
Inference, from the Manner in which the 
VinDicAaTroR hath explained himſelf on 
* Wer iu. * * 


80 vnd. — q 7 
10 Vind. p. 2. 1. 3 N el a MN v6: 41 
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<" only legitimate Means, he obſerves,” of 
H advancing and preſerving the true Religion 
«4 of nns r, are Inſtructions in the Faith 
t anid*Dotrines which he, and his Apoſtl&s 
in his Name, delivered to Mankind, with 
Exhortations and Admonitions, to attend 
to them, to embrace them, to perſevere - 
in them, and, by a pious and virttivus | 
© Life and Converſation, to bring forth the 
. proper Fruits of them(g).” —Undoubtedly; 
theſe are very proper and legitimate Means af 
advancing and preſerving true Religion; and, 
though I think not the oy ones, as (to men- 
tion no more) a perſonal Example of the 
Chriſtian Graces might have been added, yet 
Ihave no Objection to Church-governours 
exerciſing the Office of thus infiruding, en: 
N 12 admoniſhing. 

FROM . Duty, which, it is granted. 
incumbent on Church-governours, in common 
with all other Chriſtians, the Doctor would 
next infer their Right over the Clergy and 
Laity in the Caſe of Subſcription, * * * Sineg 
* therefore i it is the Duty of Church-gover- 


Cn 


(a) Vind. p. 3. 


*© nouts 
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* nours to take Care; that the People heuld 
4 be inſtructed in the; Goſpe l Hold} Sir! 
this bare yet been granted. It id the Duty 
of Church governours, as it is of all Chriſtian 
Men, to advance and preſerve: the true Re- 
ligion: of CHRIST. This was- rightly de- 
duced from the very End of Chriſſianity⸗ʒ 
and a proper Means of diſcharging their Duty 
was pointed out, viz; Inſtructian; Eubontua- 
tien and Admonition. But that <4 it-ig: alc 
« Duty, of:Churchigovetnours.to: cate Gore; 
« hat the People ſhould be inftruQe@injthe 
« Goſpel,” is an Aſſertion ſo memhax, in- 
deed not a little, different in its Implication. 
The former implys: that Chuteh-goveruburs 
ſhoyld, according to their Abilities ang-Op- 
portunities, infirut?; exbort and adminiſh: the 
Members of their particular Church, and, if 
theſe are the only legitimate Means, Lhould | 
uſe no otber Means of advancing and pre- 
ſerving the true eligion ; that, in ſuperin- 
tending and, governing the Church (OO far as 
the Advancement and Prefervation of Religh- 
on is concerned ) they ſhould. interfere. no\far- 
ther 9 viz, to inflru, exbart. and gd. 
16 - among 
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nnniſb, no more than any ather "AR of 
the Church, -whoſe Duty alſo it is to do the 
ſame, as far as their Abilities ax Oppottegl- 
ties extend. But the latter implies, that 
may and ought to interfere further chan. this ; 
even to take Care, that the People receive 
theit Teacher and Inſtructors in the Goſpel 
at their Appointment. Whether I eng admit — 
this as true in itſelf or not, it is not to my 
Purpoſe to declare. I hy no means admit it 
2 ajuſt: Inference from the IRS Poſition, 
| e the End and Purpoſe for which 
1 n CE, 


7 ol 4 * 1 ** f 
of : F a „ — * 
FA ff «4 3 
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71 Li vs e it 10 i Peer 4 Syllo- 
Slim, that clear and ſteady Medium, which, 
ar the Univer /ity, never fails to give the true 
Sight of the Queſtion- Why ſhoald ern 
lof the fame Effect en the public Bye? 915, 
p73 bas aid to eee Wen Of: 31: 
41 Tur Ed d Puch for which Wi 8 
ciery (ibe univerſal n! war inſtitutrd by 
Cnrsr, the Head, ir fe lead Men to erernu! 
-Life by the e and e of 
Re els: c . Se 2 
Bur 
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Bur, it is the Duty of this Society by the only 
ligiti mate Means, of Inftruftion, Exbortdtion, 
aad Adnonition, to anſiver the End and Pur- 
Poſe for which it was eee 
their Head. 


Txzzzro 2 it is 5 the Duty Ghote, 
governours to. * Paſtors and Teach. 
2 ere „ the People. 


Is this a juſt Cenchifion 3—Far dong u. 
We are not lead by theſe Steps to under- 
ſtand the Duty of Church- governours a 
ſuch; an Office notu mentioned in the Pre- 
miſes of the N ; Thirdly pans 
immediate Inference 1 LY hs | 


"Tis: REFORE,it is the Duty 70 Sori 

ty lof all the Members thereof, of Chureh- 
governours 5 not more than of others] by the 
above- mentioned Means | onh, to preſerve and 
| advance the true e which Rags fo ergo] 
Life: 


5 1 'n Duty, indeed, is thugs; ui 
aerſall of the Society, and therefore muſt be 
8 to Church-governours,- who are 


oc Members 


and preſerving Religion This „ i. be 
Duty of: Church-governours, conſidered ag 
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Members thereof, but not exclufoely-of the 
People. ..The ſame Duty, and no other, is 
predicated of them, that is: predicated of the 
People. And what is that )- Why, not 
e to take Care that the People ſhall be- in- 
00 Arytted 3 in the Goſpel,” or in other 92 
« to appoint Paſtors apd Teachers(a);” by 

to inſtruct in the Truth of the Golpel, to 
exhort and admoniſh every Man his Neigh- 
bour to the utmoſt of his Abilities; if theſe 
be the only legitimate Means of advanci 


Members of this Society, and as ſuch only they 
ſhould be conſidered in the Conclufion, having 
appeared in no other an in 10 ee of 
the Sylogilin wil ade alla 90H 


nne 


Hz RE, therefore, we _— ſtop, and — 


the (© ROFBISQR to prove, this, Paſition,, 


which is by no means rightly inferred, viz. 
« that it is the Duty of Church-governours 


40 to take Care that the People Kere be in- 


(la) Vind. p. 3. 


« ſtructed 


Dr. Ro'ttizzrorTa's Argument Sc. 5 


1 actes in the Truth of the Golp el be- 
fore we procted any farther ih the N 
tion of bis Argument. Becauſe, wh atever he 
Would infer from a Propoſition, which itſelf 
is unproved, cannot be admitted for Truth. 
However, while we are about it, let us ſee 
what might be made of this Poſition,” allow- 
Ing it 1 in Favour of = Argument. 12 5 


PR. Ne * * 
q i . * of 4 2 - '$- 
whit IS Bath i© 102 * ; 25: e442 S458 


THE x learned VIN viIcA TOR would 
r himſelf of it: Since therefore it 


is W Duty of Church-governours to takt 


c 2 the Truth of the Goſpel; they have a 
„ e to — that all _ whom 


„ ſhould farft give ther ſoffeient Abet 


«« of the Baundneſs of their Faick and Doe 
e ttines. Here be ĩt obſerved, that when the 


Vi xD AT OR fays. © that it is the Du- 
6 ty of Church-governours to take Care "that : 
«0 the People ſhould be inſtructed, he means, 


r it is me « ro p appoint Piflors 


= 0 
4 


1 


Care, that the People ſhould be inſtru 


TROY and | 


My. 


4 
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and. Teachers far. them(a),” On this theis 
ſuppoſed Duty, he grounds their Right to . 


ln require of the Candidates for Orders, ſufficient 


Aflurance of the Soundneſs 0 their ** 
and Doctrines. . Wer 


1 | 


N. ow. not to mention, at r by 
Vagueneſs of the Term. by which we arc 
meaſure the Nature and Extent of that Aſlu- 
rance to Which they are ſaid to he entitled, 
how does it appear as yet, that Church gove · 
nours have a Right to require any Afſurance 
of the Soundneſi of thoſe whom they appoint 
in Faith and Doctrines ?—Church-govern- 
ours have a Right to require every Thing of 
the Candidates that will onable them ta do 
their Duty. But, if the Aſſurance required 
be. not neceſſary to this End, nor can enable. 
them better and more certainly,. than ſame 
ather Method might, to provide Miniſters 
n, n it doth not e e 
WR I have not therefore migrated: ts crabs 


Argument, by ſubſtituting, to illuſtrate his Menpings "hs 
one Expreſſion for the other. 


have 


N * * — 1 4. 7 a * ry 
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have a Right to demand it. Now, the Aſs 
ſurance required, though it is called an Aja. 
ſurance of Soundneſs | in Faith and ' Dofirines, N | 
Is nothing more, in the VI NDIcAT OR — —- | 
Account, than an Aſſurance of the Soundneſs ** 
of the Candidates in that Faith and thoſe Do- 
trines, which Church-governours haye ſet 
forth in the eſtabliſhed Confeſion. But, the 
Church-governours themſelves may be groſſſy 
miſtaken and unſound in their Faith and Doc- — 
trines; and many of the Articles enjoined to 
" be ſubſcribed may be contrary: to the Word 
of, Go D. In that Caſe, inſtead gf having 
n Duty, which was to take Care, 
© that the People ſhould be inſtructed in the 
« Truth: of the. Goſpel, they have, by ap- 
© pointing v#/ound Paſtors and Teachers, 
* talen Care, that the People ſhould be in- 
© ſtructed' in Faith and DoQines, that ar 
TOES WATER N= 3 


l ub fad, hat they 1 Ace their | 
Duty, becauſe they have acted according to 
che beft of their Judgement ?—By no Means 
ſhould it be ſo (aid in this Caſe. They ſhould | 

G have 
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| have acted according "to ſome more irials 
Rule, in determining on the Suundnefy* of: 
Candidates, than their own Judgement; It 
Hes on the VIV DIC A Ton to ſhew,/ that, 
*. allowing it to be the Duty of Church g vern- 
cours to provide the People with ſound Paſtors; 
the Method they take for this Purpoſe in re- 
quiring Subſcription, is the moſt effectual 
Method of informing their Judgement, and 
leading them to the beſt and ſafeſt Choice or 
Miniſters, before we can allow that they 
have done their Duty by acting according to 
their / 6wn Judgement in this Matter. As 
that has not been ſhewn, it doth not appear 
yet, that: they have a Right to determine 
upon the Soundneſs of the Faith of Paſtors 
for the People by their own Judgement. In 
ſhort, it doth not appear from the. Argument, 
but that, if any Aſſurance be neceſfiry W be 
given by- thoſe that are wilung to tent the : 
"Goſpel, of their Scundneſs in Faith ang Noc- 
trines, it hould be given to the of | ie them- | 
. *ſelvese- They, for any Thing the Paar ES 
on hath urged to the contrary, may be che 
e for themſelves i in * An 2 5 


* 
| 


* 
= B 


- 
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and what Sort of Miniſters, in reſpect of Or- 
thodoxy,. ſhould be appoi pointed them. Orbe: 

| may be fitter © Judges of their Learning and 
other Qualifications for the Office of public 
ö Teaching, but, of their Soundntfs in the'Chiiſt= 
"an Faith, the People, for any Thing, 1 ſay, 
. yet urged i in the Vindication to the contrary, 
may have the juſteſt Claim to all the Salle 


faction that 1 is proper t to be” given. — IN _ and 
9 U T, ſuppoſing he Chirech-gooiibit, 

and not the People, have a Right to demand 
ſome Aſſurance of the Candidates, that they 
are ſound l in the Faith, let us fee bar Affu- 
rance of this they a are entitled by their Office 

Y to require, The PRO ESSOoR fays; they 
have a Right to require ſufficient Aſſarance. 
Very fair for both: Sides, this, the Ne e 


* · <E.-4 


dur can deſire to have more AC iven 
bim than is ſufficient ?—And what Can, date 
can eaſonably refuſe to give only ſo much as * 


is ſufficient ?—So obviouſly equitable the 
| V1NDICATOR ſeems to think this muſt 


appear tc to "NY Maſs. that he thus caps the 
R finiſhing . 


E 


44. | As ExaninaTiOn of © 


Gniſhjog of his Argument in Heroen of 
Church-governours; © This is all that they 
< do, when they require them to ſubſcribe 


te to an eſtabliſhed Confeſſion.” And indeed, 
Sir! it is far too much, as the Sufficiency bas 
been defined, for any Chriſtian to require, 
and for .any Chriſtian to ſubmit to. For, it 


bach already been ſhewn, that nothing can 


give that ſufficient Aſſurance to Church-go- 
vernouts, which the PROFESSOR: vindi- 
cates their Right to receive of the Candi- 
dates, ſhort of a Subſcription to an, eſtab- 
| liſhed Confeſſion, that ſhall contain .fuch 
Articles of Faith and Doctrines 2s they 
pleaſe, ſeriptural or unſcriptural, provided 
| they be ſcri ptural in their Judgement. a 


Though we ſhould admit, therefore, every 
other Part of the Argument, yet we muſt 


ſtop here, We can gono farther on the Way Be 


| with the Doc rox, without facing down 
Reaſon, and common Senſe itſelf, “ It is 


10 the Duty of Church- governours to take 
10 Care, that the People ſhould be inſtruc· e 
« 10 bo the en of the — 2 


f « 'Therefore, 
ec They 
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©. They have @ Right to bein Subſerip= 
4 jon to'AN” (I may take that Liberty with 
this little Word to fix the Senſe in which 
we are to underſtand it, which the Doc 
ToR allows Church-governours to take 
with Scripture itſelf, and put it) — 
cc eflabliſhed Confeſſion they think proper.” 
need not add more to expoſe the Say 
of this Concluſion, unleſs it be to thew 
further, that the very ' oppoſite Conelufion | 
may be drawn with equal, if not more logi- 
cal Exactneſs, from this ſuppoſed Duty of 
Church-governours. For, if it be che Duty 
«« of Church-governours to take Care that 
«© the People ' ſhould be inſtructed in the I 
Truth of the Goſpel,” they have 4 Rights 
(- ather it becomes their Duty) to enjoin, that 
all thoſe, «whom they admit to the Office of pub- — 
lie Teaching, (hall frſt gi ve them ſufficient Aſſi- Y 
rance, that they will not teach ana enplæin the 


Scriptures, according io atiy Syſtem of Faith 
and Docrrinet, drawn up by fallible Men; in 
other Words, that they will not ſubſcribe to 
an eftablifhed Confeſſion of Faith and Doctrines. 
I ſay not, that this is a true Propofition or 
juſtly inferred; but this I will maintain, that 
it 
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n i 2 more juſt Inference from the, ſappoſed 
Duty of, Church: governours, than, that they 
have a Right to require. Subſcription to 
 fuch/an, eſtabliſhed Confeſſion , as the VII- 
' DICA TOR, muſt mean, if their be any Mean- 
ing at 4 in he. Right contended for. 3 

| "ow" F ROM 15 Gow, of the 888 as 
* * its Tendency more eſpecially, it appears, 
bomw-liade Reaſon-we have to applaud, that 
Teal for eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhments, which 
may carry the Man whoſe, Heart is poſleſ- 
ſed of it, beyond thoſe Bounds, of Diſcre- 
tion, he meant not to trangreſo, and within 
Which Bounds. alone any real and geſſential 
Service to our Eſtabliſmment in, particular 
» cean be done. Scornfully as the. Frqjectors 
nn farther Reformation (which certainly 
muſt be wiſhed for by every true Membgr 
of it) hare been hitherto treated hy ſome as 
mere Yifionaries, by others as. dangerous; In- 
novators, fare T am, that to oppbſe them 
on Principles favourable © to all Eſtabliſn- 


ments, to the worſt and moſt intolerant, no 
leſs than to the beſt and moſt rational, tends 
. more 


Dx. RyTHERFORTH'S Argument, Cc. 47 
more to diſgrace the Conſtitution of aur 
Church in the Eyes of all ſenſible and con- 


ſderate Perſons, than even the moſt inu- 


. dicious Attempts. that have been made to 
remove its acknowledged Imperfections. It 
ſhould make the Zealot for Church-autho- 

rity ſomething cooler, and leſs ſtrenuous in 
his Endeavour to keep it to its full Stretch, | 
to conſider, that he is thus moſt effectual- 
ly weakening it, and opening a Way for 
thoſe very Innovations which he ſo much 
dreads, and abſurdly thinks to keep out by 
oppoſing to them an unwerrantable: Autho- 
rity. In a Land of civil Liberty, this Me- 


of vindicating the Right and defending the. 0 


Conduct of Church - governours, will prove 
worſe than ineffectual for the Purpoſe. It 
will inſpire into the Minds of one Part ot 
the Clergy (if the Laity ſhould think them- 
ſelves totally unintereſted in the Subject) a 
reſtleſs Jealouſy of a Power over them, un- 
ſuſpected before, through the gentle Exet- 
tion of! i under a mild government... Ms 
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48 n ETAUTNYATIOR of! . 
Ar xx all, I would not haue the learn 
ed Man, whoſe Argument J have fredly ex- 
amined, chink that he is repreſented as be- 
ing of an intolerant and perſecuting Spirit. 
Imean not to do it. I have not done 
it, 1 think him not ſuch. Nor: ſhould 
I think myſelf juſtified (though by high 
Example-(s) authorized) in caſting//any: 
invidious Reflection, for the Principles 
avowed in his Book, on the Atmoſphere in 
which Tr 18 learned Profeſſor hath been brought 
up, and till breathes. The Principles on 
which he hath reaſoned, are very different 
| from thoſe on which, I believe, ho would gc 
in a higher, and on which he appears to act 
in his preſent Sphere of eocleſiaſtical Autho- 
rity.” Theſe are every Day bringing Honout 
to the Man, in their apparent Influence on 
22 8 his Conduct, while thoſe, miſtaken for Pfin“ 
13 e ples of a better Kind than they really are; 
|  appearto the Diſcredit of the Writer; For. 
appeal to _ one that is 2 ID with 
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(a) KG of Glover, 
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Dr. RUTAERPOR 
ed the Vindication, whether it is not found» 
ed on thoſe very Principles, w honeſt 
repreſenting as the Reproach of the Churen 
of England, which the artful Papiſt affect to | 


true Church of England Man will ever I 
nantly diſavow, = i I 
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